
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Nov. 30, 1933: 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

MRS REIN (VIOLA) ZYLSTRA 
 

Although Mrs. Rein Zylstra, proprietor of Vi’s Variety Store, is a lover of flowers and outdoor work, she also derives a 

great deal of pleasure from her Variety Store, the only enterprise of its kind in Oak Harbor. 

 

Mrs. Zylstra, formerly Viola Bangs, was born in Seattle where she has lived several years of her life.  Her father, who was 

one of Seattle’s pioneers, owned land where Pioneer Square is located at present, and was proprietor of one of Seattle’s first 

restaurants. 

 

Mrs. Zylstra came to Oak Harbor the first time when she was about twelve years old.  She worked in the telephone office 

for four years where she was a manager. 

 

“I’ve always liked store work,” Mrs. Zylstra said, “And ran a grocery store in Seattle before coming here the last time.”  

 

She worked two years for Mr. Simmons, former proprietor of the Variety Store.  Since she has taken over the Variety Store 

in February of this year, several new lines of merchandise have been added and many improvements have been made. 

 

Rein Zylstra and Viola Bangs were married in 1915.  Mr. Zylstra, who formerly operated a meat market, has taught manual 

training in the High School here for seven years.  The Zylstras have two children, a girl in High School and a boy in the 

grades. 

 

Mrs. Zylstra earned her first dollar selling pins from door to door when she was a little girl.  She has been a member of the 

Rebecca lodge since 18 years of age. 



 


