
 
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Aug. 3, 1933 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

JOHANNA BAAN 

MINNIE VANDER VOET 
 

To these two young ladies, owners of the Novelty Apparel Shop, belongs the distinction of being the youngest business 

people in Oak Harbor. 

Miss Baan and Miss Vander Voet purchased the Novelty Apparel Shop about two years ago and it is the only shop of its 

kind on Whidby Island. Even during the "depression" it has thrived and the young proprietresses have added to their stock 

until it is now quite complete. 

"I guess I got started in the business because I got tired of working for other people," remarked Miss Baan. 

Johanna Baan was born In the Netherlands in 1908 and came to Alberta, Canada with her parents in 1910. In 1922 the Baan 

family moved to Wisconsin where Miss Baan worked in the Bear Brand hosiery factory for three years. In l928 they came 

to Oak Harbor. Miss Baan has been attending night classes at the high school.  Minnie VanderVoet was born in Oak Harbor 

in 1913 and has lived here since. She is also of Dutch descent.  At present Miss Vander Voet is employed at the Washington 

Co-operative Egg and Poultry Association. She helps at the Apparel Shop in her time off. 

Both these young ladies are enthusiastic about their business and hope to build it to meet the needs of their trade here. 

 

 


