
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Sept. 21, 1933: 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

CHARLES McGREEVY 
 

You've got to show Charles Mc-Greevy, local manager of the Puget Sound Power and Light Company. 

Because he was born in Missouri, and what's more, he came from hardy Scotch-Irish stock and enjoys a good hard day's 

work. 

"I don't think any man should settle down to a particular work until he finds a job he enjoys," McGreevy said.  "I got 

interested in power and light work in 1923 when a line crew was putting a line into Clear Lake where I was working at a 

sawmill. I put in my application the next day, was accepted and have been working for Puget Sound Power & Light ever 

since." 

McGreevy has encountered every angle of light company work during his ten years with Puget Sound Power & Light.  He 

has been a lineman, worked at controlling, operated a sub-station at Burlington, held a position in the storeroom and was 

given his present position of local manager at Oak Harbor a little more than a year ago. 

"I enjoy every minute of the work," McGreevy confessed. "As it is always different and interesting." 

He was born in Missouri in 1893 and came to Washington with his parents in 1900. They lived at Coupeville where Charles 

attended school for several years and later moved to Payette, Idaho. McGreevy took out a homestead near Payette and 

proved up on the land in 1918, the year he was married. 

After farming there until 1921, he and his wife moved to Wyoming for a while where McGreevy dressed tools on an oil 

well for several months. In l922 they came to Mount Vernon and in 1923 went to Clear Lake. 

"How did I earn my first dollar?  Greasing skids and peeling poles for Jim Neil down at Coupeville," McGreevy smiled. "I 

was only 12 years old at the time and got 50c a day." 

McGreevy likes outside work and as evidence to his robust health pointed to the fact that he has not been off the payroll a 

day since he started working for P. S. P. & L. In his present position he has to "be on call" most of the time in order to keep 

in touch with his territory that extends from Greenbank north. During rough weather when lines are blown down, he is 

perhaps the busiest man on Whidby Island until the damage is repaired and service resumed. 

“I get away once in a while to do a little fishing, though," he concluded. 

 



 


