
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Aug. 24, 1933 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

C. YORKE DYER 
 

Yorke Dyer began life with a distinct advantage. 

He was born in February, the month when great men are born. And even though his life didn't take a political turn as did 

Washington's and Lincoln's, he has proven successful in an entirely different field.   

In 1928 when he came to Oak Harbor he established Dyer's Cash and Carry store, which in 1930 was chosen as one of the 

25 most efficiently operated grocery stores throughout the nation.  This survey, taken through the grocer's magazine to 

determine managing efficiency, showed that in good management the small-town store can compete successfully with chain 

stores and larger concerns 

Before Dyer started the store, he was employed for five years by the Standard Oil Company at Hood's Canal. He lived on 

Whidby Island during school years from the age of 6 to 19. His birthplace was Ketchikan, Alaska where he was born 

February 28, 1896. 

He came to Whidby Island at the age of two years and after moving to Seattle where he lived two years, returned here and 

attended school at Coupeville and San de Fuca. He attended the University of Washington for two years.  In 1917 Dyer 

joined the navy and although he did not see action, he saw a good part of the world, travelling through almost the entire 

eastern hemisphere. 

"About the most adventure I've had during my life is travel," Dyer said. "While in the navy we went through the 

Mediterranean, Black Sea, Red Sea, saw Turkey, Egypt, the pyramids, etc." 

Boating is Dyer's chief recreation, and he owns a sailboat at present. 

 



 


